
THE MAKING OF 
A PHYSICS

ESCAPE ROOM

COMING SOON TO UZH!



Science Pavilion UZH

• MORANA MIHALJEVIĆ

• KATHARINA MÜLLER

• MELANIE WIDMER

• MEIKE GÜNTER

• LISA HEIERLI



100 YEARS OF 
QUANTUM 
MECHANICS

SCHRÖDINGER'S EQUATION, UZH* 1925



A TIGHT ROPE TO WALK

• HOW DO WE CELEBRATE PHYSICS AND THE

HISTORY OF OUR INSTITUTIONS.... WITHOUT

GLORIFYING PHYSICISTS?



THE PLIGHT OF 
THE "GENIUS CULT"

• HOW DO WE AVOID ALIENATING THE PUBLIC?

• HOW DO WE UNDO THE DAMAGE?

• HOW CAN WE SHARE THE JOY OF DISCOVERY?

• HOW CAN WE MAKE PHYSICS ACCESSIBLE?



TARGET PUBLIC

• YOUNG PEOPLE, ABOUT TO

CHOOSE STUDY PATHS

• INTERESTED ADULTS



INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE

• A GAME... WHERE YOU DO

RESEARCH

• INSPIRATION: LAB ESCAPE BY

PAUL KWIAT



FROM CONCEPT 
TO PRODUCTION



Physik-Institut UZH
• TITUS NEUPERT

• CHRISTOF AEGERTER

• LÍDIA DEL RIO

• NURIYA NURGALIEVA

• ALEKSANDRA NELSON

• NICO AEGERTER



PHYSIK-

WERKSTATT

• RETO MAIER

• BRANDON WALDMAKER

• CHRIS ALBRECHT



FROM CONCEPT 
TO PRODUCTION



ELECTRONIK-

WERKSTATT

• ACHIM VOLLHARDT

• DANIEL FLORIN



Studying the flow of escape 

rooms....



CLUES, HINTS AND 
FLAVOUR

• HOW DO WE ADD STORYTELLING?

• HOW MUCH DO WE TEACH?



THE HOOK: EVELYN'S STORY



SHARING STORIES OF SCIENTISTS
INCLUSIVITY AND DIVERSITY AT THE FOREFRONT



HOW IT'S GOING

• OVER ONE YEAR OF DEVELOPMENT

• GAMMA TESTING THIS MONTH

• OPENING... WHEN IT'S READY (SOON!)

• CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

• WILL STAY IN THE SCIENCE PAVILION

• SCHOOL SESSIONS, DEBRIEFING



LESSONS SO FAR

• IT'S SO MUCH FUN!

• EXTREMELY WORK-INTENSIVE

• WE HAVE TO WEAR MANY HATS

• WE MOVE AT THE PACE OF THE SLOWEST COMPONENT

• 30% CREATION, 70% TROUBLESHOOTING

• EXTREMELY COLLABORATIVE PROJECT

• FOR MORE INSIGHTS, INVITE ME NEXT YEAR! :)
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